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Virginia. Arnold was too wary to be caught. Corn-
wallis, the second in command of the British forces,
pursued Lafayette up and down Virginia. Clinton,
the British Commander-in-Chief, began to feel nerv-
ous for the safety of New York and wished to de-
tach some of his forces thither. Cornwallis led his
army into Yorktown and proceeded to fortify it, so
that it might resist a siege. Now at last Washington
felt that he had the enemy's army within his grasp.
Sixteen thousand American and French troops were
brought down from the North to furnish the fighting
arm he required.

Yorktown lay on the south shore of the York
River, an estuary of Chesapeake Bay. On the op-
posite side the little town of Gloucester projected
into the river. In Yorktown itself the English had
thrown up two redoubts and had drawn some lines
of wall. The French kept up an unremitting cannon-
ade, but it became evident that the redoubts must
be taken in order to subdue the place. Washington,
much excited, took his place in the central battery
along with Generals Knox and Lincoln and their
staff. Those about him recognized the peril he was
in, and one of his adjutants called his attention to the
fact that the place was much exposed. " If you think
so/' said he, "you are at liberty to step back."
Shortly afterward a musket ball struck the cannonneri-
